Auditory laterality and selective attention: normal performance in patients with early-onset schizophrenia.
In this study, auditory laterality and selective attention were examined in patients with early-onset schizophrenia using a dichotic listening (DL) test. Deficient performance on this test has repeatedly been found in adult patients with chronic schizophrenia, indicating abnormalities in left hemisphere function. The hypothesis in the present study was that subjects with early-onset schizophrenia manifest deficits in DL test performance similar to adult chronic patients. A group of 19 patients with early-onset schizophrenia were compared with a group of 20 adolescents with attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder and a group of 30 normal adolescents. Results indicated no significant differences between the three groups on any of the measures. Alternative hypotheses are put forth to explain the findings, among them that deficits in DL performance may be secondary to long-time illness and/or drug treatment, and that these deficits may become apparent only after interaction with maturational neurodevelopmental changes during adolescence.